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Etiquette Dinner to be served Wednesday
By MASON HAYNES

THE PARTHENON
Career Services’ semi-annual
Etiquette Dinner Wednesday
aims to teach students how to
conduct themselves during a
business meal.
Terri Thompson, an etiquette
coach who is conducting the

event, said that main purpose
of the dinner is to teach manners during a business meeting.
“Students take it seriously
because it has to do with their
careers,” Thompson said. “It’s
very usable.”
The dinner will begin at
6:30 p.m. in Room BE5 of

the Memorial Student Center. Professional dress is
mandatory, and the event is
open to Marshall University
students.
Tickets are $5, and must be
purchased in advance.
The main lesson Thompson
wants the students to take

from the Etiquette Dinner
is how to handle themselves
with food when they are in a
professional environment.
Thompson said students
who attend will be prepared
in the event the manager of
a company takes them to
lunch.

“If they attend a business
luncheon, we’re going to
walk them through that meal
without making mistakes,”
Thompson said.
Thompson said she hopes
the event will help students
be confident during a professional luncheon.

“They should be confident
in knowing that they won’t
make a mistake,” Thompson
said. “They will know how
to get through the dining
process.”
Mason Haynes can be
contacted at haynes75@
marshall.edu.

Feeling like fall
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Marshall represented
at national safety expo
By JEREMY WRIGHT

THE PARTHENON
Seven Marshall University
students attended the 2013
National Safety Council Congress and Expo earlier this
month to establish contacts
for internship and postgraduate job opportunities
and promote the safety technology program.
Allen D. Stern, professor
and chair of Marshall’s division of applied science and
technology, took the seven
undergraduates of Marshall’s
safety technology program
on an all-expense-paid trip
to Chicago, Ill., to attend the
annual conference.
“We made a lot of good
contacts with companies
who didn’t know Marshall
exists or even has a program,” Stern said. “That’s the
biggest obstacle we’ve been
facing. We’re the best kept
secret.”
The National Safety Council, or NSC, is a non-profit
organization whose mission
is to save lives and prevent
injury from anything from
prescription drug abuse to
on-the-job accidents, according to their website.
The NSC’s annual Congress
and Expo is one of the largest showcases of new safety
technologies and practices.
The experience of attending these conferences
is crucial to students of the
safety technology program

because it allows them to
connect with potential future employers, according to
Stern.
Tyler Bledsoe, senior, said
there were an overwhelming
number of opportunities presented at the conference.
“There are a lot of safety
jobs available all over the
country,” Bledsoe said. “Not
just in construction, but in
manufacturing and sales,
too.”
Bledsoe said there were
perks to attending the conference other than the potential
job and internship opportunities. The students who
went to the conference were
given the opportunity to attend seminars about new
safety technologies and practices. They were also treated
to free meals courtesy of such
companies as Marathon Petroleum Corporation.
Stern said this conference was just the beginning
of what he hopes will be an
exciting new chapter for
Marshall’s safety technology
program. Because of the contacts that were made, many
companies have shown interest in coming to Marshall in
order to promote new safety
technologies in the future, as
well as offering award and
scholarship opportunities for
students.
Jeremy Wright can be
contacted at wright75@
marshall.edu.
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The sun sets behind the Robert C. Byrd
Bridge over the Ohio River as seen from
Harris Riverfront Park in Huntington.
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Sunlight leaks through the leaves of a sycamore
tree Tuesday evening near Buskirk Field.

SRC networking workshop aims to grow social skills in students
By MASON BEUHRING

THE PARTHENON
The Marshall University
Student Resource Center and
Career Services is promoting the fifth installment in
a series of on-campus workshops that will help students
understand how to network
on campus.
Each workshop will last
20 minutes and will help
students learn appropriate
ways to network on and off
campus during their academic careers at Marshall.

The workshop, Making
Your Mark on Campus: Networking Workshop, will take
place Wednesday at noon
and 2 p.m. The workshop at
noon will take place in the
SRC Conference Room, located on the second floor of
the Memorial Student Center in the SRC, and the 2 p.m.
workshop will take place in
the courtyard between First
Year Residence Hall South
and First Year Residence Hall
North.
Michelle Barbour, SRC

career adviser, said in this
workshop
students
will
learn how to network and
interact on campus with not
only their peers, but also
with their professors. If students network with their
professors in a professional
manner and communicate
with them appropriately,
that professor can be a valuable resource when looking
for a job. Other than in class,
professors can be a valuable
resource when looking for a
professional reference, and

they can add more credibility
to a student when applying
for a job.
“I want students to learn
how to communicate with
individuals on campus, and
learn the importance of
communicating early,” Barbour said. “That way they
are building connections
throughout their college career to help them with their
future careers.”
Matthew James, SRC senior
resource specialist, said this
workshop originates out of

271370
MARSHALL CAREER SERVICES

Career Services and is taking
place to show students that
there are different networks
they need to establish while
on campus.
“Students need to establish a social network, they
need to establish an academic scholarship network,
which would include their
classmates and professors,”
James said. “They need to
establish a professional network, which are community
members, internships, past
employers, and possible

future employers, and then
establishing a community of
friends.”
Students who miss the
workshop and would like to
gain more information on the
workshop or past workshops
can talk to an SRC adviser
by scheduling an appointment or by walk-in. The SRC
is open 8 a.m. to 5 p.m Monday-Friday and the phone
number is 304-696-5810.
Mason Beuhring can be
contacted at beuhring@
marshall.edu.
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Marshall University Film Society brings movie-goers together
By CHARLIE HOUSE

THE PARTHENON
Film buffs on Marshall University’s
campus finally have a place to talk
about their favorite subject. Sarah
Nott, a junior advertising major,
started The Marshall University Film
Society as a way to be active on campus and talk about her interest in film
with others.
“When I first started [the Film Society], I wanted to get involved in a club,
and I really am interested in film,”

Mountain Justice
to offer workshops
on non-violent
civil disobedience

Nott said. “I went online, and I looked
through the list of student organizations. I was really surprised they
didn’t have a film society, or anything
to do with that particular medium.”
So, she set out to start the club. Since
filing the paperwork last January to
make it an officially recognized club,
the Film Society has grown mostly by
word of mouth, and frequent, unexpected emails.
“People have been emailing me; I
don’t know how they got [my email

address],” Nott said. “They say, ‘We’re
interested in this, we’d like to learn
more about it.’”
Nott said she encourages anyone
with an interest in film to join the
group. It meets at 4:30 p.m. Thursdays in Smith Hall 252. The group
discusses all aspects of recently released films in an open forum, and
sometimes that includes people’s
reactions. She said the reactions can
be funny, like several of Neil deGrasse
Tyson’s tweets after seeing the film

“Gravity,” in which a mission to the
Hubble Space Telescope goes wrong.
He pointed out factual inaccuracies
and plot holes in the film.
“Mysteries of #Gravity: Why [Sandra] Bullock[‘s character], a medical
doctor, is servicing the Hubble Space
Telescope,” Tyson said via Twitter.
“Mysteries of #Gravity: Nearly all
satellites orbit Earth west to east, yet
all satellite debris portrayed orbited
west to east,” another tweet from Tyson said.

Thundering Word team stronger than ever,
earns first place award at Missouri Mule

By TANYA ABBETT

THE PARTHENON
The Mountain Justice Fall
Summit will be this weekend in
southern West Virginia alongside
the Coal River and near Kayford
Mountain.
Mountain
Justice,
an
anti-mountaintop
removal
organization, will offer workshops and training relating to
its methods of non-violent civil
disobedience and direct action
against mountaintop removal,
according to mountainjusticesummer.org. Attendants will also
have the opportunity to learn
about Appalachian culture and
history.
Courtney Childers, sophomore
graphic design major, said events
like the Fall Summit should be
advocated on campus.
“I think these should be supported more, and more widely
recognized because this is the
first I’ve heard about the workshops,” Childers said. “Unlike
many of the other organizations
or events we get spammed with
through email and fliers, this one
makes sense. I mean that as in
it obviously helps raise awareness of a social topic but goes
further in discussing non-violent
civil disobedience, which could
become knowledge that could
be applied to more than just
mountaintop removal. It has the
potential to motivate people to
get involved with their community outside of Marshall.”
Christine Edwards, 48 year-old
Barboursville resident, said she
would encourage people, especially young Marshall students,
to attend the Fall Summit.
“I think any time you can attend
something where you can socialize and learn something, like
protecting the city or state you
live in, is a good thing,” Edwards
said. “I like that the organization
is peaceful and non-violent.”
The Fall Summit will begin at
6 p.m. Friday with dinner. After dinner, there will be a Youth
Panel and a screening of the documentary “On Coal River,” which
chronicles the mountaintop removal resistant movement.
Workshops are scheduled
throughout the day Saturday.
Live Appalachian folk music will
be played around a campfire Saturday night.
Sunday attendants can visit
Kayford Mountain, which has been
affected by mountaintop removal.
The Fall Summit registration
fee covers all food and activities
for the weekend. It can be paid
online or at the event.
Attendants are responsible for
their own transportation.
Attendants are also required
to provide their own tent, sleeping bag and any other sleeping
necessities.
More information about the
Fall Summit can be found at
www.mountainjusticesummer.
org
or
www.facebook.com/
mountainjustice.
Tanya Abbett can be contacted at abbett@marshall.
edu.

Nott said the group is similar to a
book club, in that people come to the
meetings ready to discuss films that
they have seen. But this gives anyone
in the group the freedom to talk about
whatever films they enjoy.
She said the group might talk
about films others may have no interest in. But when they talk about
a film intelligently, it might spark an
interest.
Charlie House can be contacted at
house8@marshall.edu.

Office of Community
Engagement to seek
volunteers at fair
By KRISTA SHIFFLETT
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By ALISON WICKLINE

THE PARTHENON
The Marshall University Thundering
Word Speech and Debate Team is having a season for the books. The team
has performed extremely well at large
competitions all over the country, and
it seems this is just the beginning.
The team competed this past
weekend in the Missouri Mule, a
highly competitive tournament at the
University of Central Missouri. The
Thundering Word earned first place
in the individual events team sweepstakes, first place in individual events
and debate combined team sweepstakes and the E. Sam Cox Award
for the top Pi Kappa Delta program.
Team members earned numerous individual awards as well.
Victoria Ledford, junior communication studies major, earned first

place in Pentathlon and first place
in communication analysis. Ledford
said she believes the team’s success
can be attributed to a combination of
factors.
“This year’s success has been so
great because the team had the foundation we built last year,” Ledford
said. “Our coaching staff has also
grown, as has our team. And, we

have a large varsity team this year,
so most of the team members are
experienced.”
Thundering Word coach Danny Ray
said the team’s success is unmatched
by past seasons.
“I’ve never had a team before that
was ready to hit, early in the season,
the national contending teams, and
we’ve gone to several of those tournaments and done well,” Ray said. “I
think it’s our best year yet.”
The team meets every week to
practice together, but members are
also expected to practice on their
own time. Alyssa Hager, a freshman
communications major who earned
second place in persuasive speaking
at the Missouri Mule, said practice is
key to doing well.

See THUNDERING WORD | Page 5

THE PARTHENON
The Office of Community Engagement is having their annual
Volunteer Fair from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. Wednesday.
The event will be in the Memorial Student Center lobby.
Elizabeth Sheets, community
engagement coordinator, said
she is excited about this event
because it is a great opportunity.
“It is an opportunity for community agencies to come to
campus and connect with students,” Sheets said.
Many agencies around Huntington rely on volunteers, and
students need volunteer or community service hours.
“I get calls weekly from
students who do not have to volunteer, but if they have violated
the code of conduct, they do have
to do court appointed community service hours so we send
them to the agencies as well,”
Sheets said.
Huntington in Bloom, Dress for
Success, Big Brothers Big Sisters
of American, Goodwill Industries,
the city of Huntington, Cabell
County Substance Abuse Program
and CONTACT of Huntington are
just some of the agencies that will
be at the fair Wednesday.
“The success of the agencies is
how many students we can get
to come out and talk to them,”
Sheets said.
The goal of the event is to
get more students to volunteer
around the Huntington community, but anyone can participate
at the fair.
Krista Shifflett can be contacted at shifflett7@marshall.
edu.

Apple unveils iPad Air, along with jazzed-up iPad Mini
By PATRICK MAY

SAN JOSE MERCURY NEWS (MCT)
In an 82-minute breathless
chorus from the gee-whiz boys of
its executive suite, Apple Inc. unveiled a smorgasbord of software
and hardware upgrades Tuesday,
all of them upstaged by the onepound iPad Air in the spotlight
center stage.
“This is the lightest full-size
tablet in the world,” Apple’s marketing chief Phil Schiller told the
crowd of media and analysts in
downtown San Francisco. “It’s
amazingly thin and weighs only
one pound, and holding it is a
dramatically different experience. The iPad Air offers our new
vision for mobile computing.”
There were other headlines, including a second-generation and
much more powerful iPad Mini
featuring the crystal-clear Retina
display that comes on the larger
iPad, along with a slew of free
software running on its new iOS7
operating system. But it was the
Air that stole the show and, later
in a hands-on demo room, won
the hearts of the crowd.

“Thinner, lighter, faster and
free software,” said analyst Avi
Greengart with Current Analysis.
“Losing those 4 ounces changes
the way you relate to the iPad,
and it’s instantly noticeable.”
The event, preceded for days
with Apple’s trademark whipeveryone-into-a-frenzy buzz, felt
somewhat more subdued than
previous launches, perhaps reflecting a disappointment from
investors who have been hoping
Apple would pull a brand-new
category of product out of its hat.
Apple shares stayed mostly flat
as Wall Street took in the news,
and the crowd on hand was less
forthcoming with applause than
usual.
But while not earthshaking,
Apple’s latest software and
hardware achievements were
impressive, some analysts said,
offering a host of new features
to enrich the user experience,
including updated and free
tools like iWork, iLife and
GarageBand.
These goodies, along with dramatic upgrades to its MacBook

Pro line of laptops and a much
more powerful desktop PC, the
Mac Pro, will arrive just in time
for the all-important holiday
shopping season.
As Gartner analyst Van
Baker put it, despite the lack
of fireworks that accompanied
launches of the iPhone and early
iPads, “this is all another step
along the way in Apple’s continuing improvements as it tries to
keep ahead of its rivals.”
Much of what was talked about
on stage had already been announced at Apple’s developers
conference earlier this year. It
was the new iPad and iPad Mini
that seemed to catch everyone’s
fancy this time around.
Baker wondered whether a
faster and more powerful iPad
would “widen the gap between
the hybrids and the tablet,” suggesting that users will be drawn
to a souped-up iPad that essentially does one thing, as opposed
to other devices that seem to be
part tablet, part laptop.
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Graphic showing the features of Apple’s newest iPad.
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Oppinger showing improvement for Herd tennis
By WILL VANCE

SPORTS EDITOR
Big things coming in small
packages has been a theme for
the Marshall University tennis
team this fall season. The miniHerd has only five players until
the spring begins, but one of
the teams smallest players have
come up big for the Herd so far.
Sophomore Dana Oppinger,
a 5-foot even native of Weingarten, Germany, has earned a
combined 6-3 record in singles
and doubles play this season,
including a flight-winning 4-0
performance at the Hokie Invitational Sept. 27-29 and has
been one of the Herd’s most
consistent players thus far.
Oppinger did not even start
out playing tennis as a child, despite her now apparent talent.
She picked up the sport at her
mothers behest.
“I was always a soccer player
because my dad was a soccer
player,” Oppinger said. “My
mom didn’t want me to be a soccer player so she kind of looked
for sports that she liked.”
“There was a summer camp
back home where you participated in a different sport every
day and one was tennis. I really
liked it and was kind of good at
it so I kept at it. My mom was
happy I was playing a sport
other than soccer.”

Oppinger was a two-sport
player until she was 12 years
old, when the combination of
increased schoolwork and the
two sports was too much to
handle. Oppinger said that personal nature of tennis is what
made it her final decision.
“The worst feeling for me
was to lose and when I was on
the tennis court, I knew what I
had to work on and that it was
my fault,” Oppinger said.
“When I was on the soccer
field I could have played an
amazing game and the rest of
the team didn’t, so it was hard
to be proud of myself. I felt it
was best to find my own direction when it came to tennis
and I knew what to do to be
successful.”
Oppinger joined the Thundering Herd in Fall 2012 after
spending the past year in Mexico City and away from tennis.
She said that her first season
with the Herd was mainly
about getting herself back into
tennis form.
“Last year was a whole knew
experience,” Oppinger said. “I
had a break before I started
playing for Marshall so for me it
was a year to get back into tennis rhythm, building my game
and finding my strength. “

See OPPINGER | Page 5

Sophomore tennis player Dana Oppinger in action during the 2013 spring season.

Herd golf has big weekend
Lagodich wins first tournement with playoff victory

HERDZONE.COM

Sophomore Logan Lagodich receiving his first place award from ODU
coach Dr. Murray Rudisill.

HERDZONE.COM
Marshall sophomore Logan
Lagodich (Canton, Ohio) won
his first tournament in headto-head action, Tuesday. In
the one-hole playoff, the Ohio
native defeated Jamison Randall of ODU and Rocky Khara
of VCU to win the ODU/OBX
Intercollegiate.
“The playoff was great,”
coach Matt Grobe said. “Logan
hit a three-wood down the left
side of the fairway, hit a PW
[pitching wedge] to about 21
feet and then rolled the putt
right on the center to win. The
whole team followed him and
it was an awesome experience.”
At the conclusion of the third
round, the three competitors
were tied with a 6-under-par 207
three-day total and were forced to
face off for the victory. Lagodich
became the third-consecutive individual victor for the Herd this
season, recording the first time
Marshall has had three different
individual winners in a season,
and they are back-to-back.

“I was really happy with the
tournament overall,” Grobe
said. “We really didn’t play our
best today, but we were able to
grind and grab fourth place.”
The fourth place finish came
with a 287 final round that gave
the Herd a 5-over 857 threeround score.
The Thundering Herd finished in the top 5 in four-of-five
tournaments in the fall – two
victories, one second place and
a fourth place.
The squad had the secondmost eagles (2) and birdies
(51) of the tournament, trailing
third-place finisher Hartford
in both categories (3, 60). VCU
earned the team victory with a
9-under 843, while Maryland
(E- 852) and Hartford (1-over
853) trailed.
“This was a really good field
and a great test for us,” Grobe
said. “It really showed us where
we want to be in the spring. I
am really pleased with our fall
season and am looking forward
to the spring.”

Thompson ends fall season with first collegiate win
HERDZONE.COM
Marshall
senior
Rachel
Thompson shot a career-best
72 in the final round of the Dayton Fall Invitational to bring
home the first individual victory for the Thundering Herd in
over a year, Tuesday.
“I am so happy for her [Rachel
Thompson],” coach Meredith
Knight Rowsey said. “She has
been so patient waiting for this
win, and it is well deserved. It
looked like she started to falter
during the round today, but she
brought herself back around.
She played beautifully, especially the last eight holes. She
knew exactly what was on the
line, and she won it.”
Junior Korakot Simsiriwong
was the last member of the
Herd to have an individual
victory, Sept. 23, 2012, at the
Cardinal Classic.

Thompson’s 2-over round
totaled her two-day score to
147, which helped Marshall
earn its second top 5 finish
this fall. The Herd improved
by 13 strokes in Round 2 to
end in fifth place. Its 29-over
309 totaled its two-day score
to 631.
“I’m proud of how hard
they have been working to
get better, and it showed
today,” Knight Rowsey said.
“We are making strides, and
I really am proud of this
team.”
Thompson was not the only
squad member to improve
her score in Round 2. Simsiriwong improved by 11 strokes
between the two rounds
of action. After a 4-over 74
tally, Simsiriwong climbed
37 places to finish in a tie for
28th.

HERDZONE.COM

Senior Rachel Thompson receiving her first tournament win trophy at
the Dayton Fall Invitational.
page designed and edited by WILL VANCE | vance162@marshall.edu
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Selby stepping up
on offensive line
By BRAXTON CRISP

FOR THE PARTHENON
Some of the most electrifying players in college football
over the past few seasons
have been freshmen. Names
such as 2012 Heisman Trophy winner Johnny Manziel
from Texas A&M and Jameis
Winston from Florida State
come to mind as players
who have provided a spark
for their teams as freshmen.
Marshall freshman offensive
lineman Michael Selby might
not be as recognizable of a
name as Manziel or Winston,
but that doesn’t mean he isn’t
being a spark for the Thundering Herd.
As a true freshman, the
6 feet, 2 inch, 275-pound
Selby has already taken snaps
at both the center and left
guard, but he said he is more
comfortable at guard.
“That was my first position,
guard, and when I got moved
to center that was the first
time I had ever played center,”
Selby said.
Regardless of whether it’s for
guard or center, Selby attributed his quick progression to
the tutelage of redshirt-junior
center Chris Jasperse.
“It’s been a big, big adjustment, but Chris Jasperse helped
me learn the calls, and all the
offensive linemen have taken
me under their wing and trusting [me] and helping me learn
the offense,” Selby said.
In addition to Jasperse,
Selby has been working with
other experienced veterans
on the offensive line such as
Alex Schooler, Garrett Scott
and Gage Niemeyer. Those
four returning linemen have
a combined 82 starts heading
into Marshall’s game at Middle Tennessee State Thursday.
That group of offensive
linemen, along with the efforts of Blake Brooks, Grady
Kerr, Sebastian Johannson,
Jordan Jeffries and Clint Van
Horn, have been the force up
front allowing the Herd to
gain over 450 yards per game,
and over five yards per play.

SELBY
Selby, a native of Sandersville, Ga., said that because
Georgia is such a strong state
for high school football, he
was able to go against some
Division I talent prior to arriving at Marshall.
“John Atkins was a defensive tackle I played against at
Thomson [High School], and
now he plays nose guard for
the University of Georgia,”
Selby said. “I’ve played against
Isaac Rochell, a [defensive
end] who committed to Notre
Dame last year. There’s a lot
of talent in Georgia, so there
are plenty of guys that we got
to go up against who are playing in Division I now.”
While Atkins and Rochell are
now playing at the top level of
collegiate football, Selby said
he understands that those guys
were only a small sample of the
talent he faces on a weekly basis along the offensive line for
Marshall.
“When you go up against
those guys in high school, there
might be one of those guys on
the team, but here in college
everybody is like that, and you
just kind of ‘buckle up’ and go
with it. You’ve just got to show
up and show out,” Selby said.
Thus far in 2013, Selby has
played 169 snaps, with an 83
percent success rate and has
recorded 3.5 knockdowns.
Despite not having started
a game yet for the Herd, Selby
has seen playing time in each
of the Herd’s six games this
season so far.
Braxton Crisp can be
contacted at crisp23@marshall.edu.
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Online Polls

EDITORIAL

Third party would change politics for Millennials
After more than 200 years of a twoparty political system, a significant
change could be coming our way.
In a Gallup poll release Oct. 11, 60
percent of Americans said a third major
political party is needed, as the Democratic and Republican parties do not
adequately represent the American
people.
Sure, other parties already exist, such
as the Tea Party or the Green Party, but
so far no political affiliation has matched
the magnitude of the Democratic and Republican parties.
If a major third party were to emerge,
however, it’s likely to have the support of
the Millennial generation, which includes

those born in the 1980s to as recently
as the early 2000s. According to a 2012
study by the Public Religion Research
Institute, 45 percent of college-age
Millennials identified themselves as Independents. The study also revealed that
61 percent of college-age Millennials are
registered to vote, but only 46 percent
said they were absolutely certain they
would vote in the 2012 election.
More Millennials are rejecting careers
in public service. At the same time, the
Baby Boomers are retiring from jobs in
that same field, creating vacancies that
are in danger of not being filled. The Millennials are moving away from the ideals
of the current two parties. A third option

might just be what they need to keep them
interested and active in politics.
The majority of Millennials are just
coming of age, and are at a point in their
lives where change such as this would be
an easy transition, especially for a generation that is used to adapting to changes.
A third party would be what the independent-minded Millennials need
to break into politics and stand a
chance against the Democrats and the
Republicans.
It won’t happen over night, but perhaps
someday a third major political party will
exist, and those at the tail end of the Millennial generation will hardly remember
the time before its inception.

MCT CAMPUS

NATIONAL EDITORIAL

Despite initial problems, health
care law is still a step forward
MILWAUKEE JOURNAL SENTINEL (MCT)
It’s hard to tell which has done more
to hurt the initial phase of the Affordable
Care Act: continued Republican opposition or the inept rollout of the new law.
To many citizens, the rollout problems
— which left millions unable to even
log in to the system — simply confirm
GOP propaganda that Obamacare won’t
work.
That’s wrong. Despite those initial
problems, the Affordable Care Act is still
a big step forward in reforming the nation’s health care system, and we believe
it will prove itself in the long run. It ensures that most of those now without
health care insurance will get it. It removes onerous insurance requirements
such as those involving pre-existing
conditions. And it will even, contrary to
some of the hysteria, help small businesses provide health insurance for
their employees, as James Surowiecki’s
the Financial Page column on The New
Yorker’s website noted.

The Obama administration had an opportunity with the rollout that started
Oct. 1 to at least ease the concerns of
critics and mitigate the propaganda. Instead, the website proved not ready for
prime time. That’s a lost opportunity the
Obama administration won’t get back.
A New York Times article Sunday on
the Obamacare rollout reported that
“For the past 12 days, a system costing
more than $400 million and billed as a
one-stop click-and-go hub for citizens
seeking health insurance has thwarted
the efforts of millions to simply log in.
The growing national outcry has deeply
embarrassed the White House, which
has refused to say how many people have
enrolled through the federal exchange.”
According to the Times article: “Confidential progress reports from the
Health and Human Services Department
show that senior officials repeatedly
expressed doubts that the computer
systems for the federal exchange would
be ready on time, blaming delayed

regulations, a lack of resources and
other factors.”
And there’s this: “One person familiar
with the system’s development said that
the project was now roughly 70 percent
of the way toward operating properly,
but that predictions varied on when the
remaining 30 percent would be done.
‘I’ve heard as little as two weeks or as
much as a couple of months,’ that person
said. Others warned that the fixes themselves were creating new problems, and
said that the full extent of the problems
might not be known because so many
consumers had been stymied at the first
step in the application process.”
That’s the problem that will resonate
through the next several months. Will
people frustrated with trying to get into
a system they need come back to it? If
they don’t, they and the country will
lose out on the promise and potential of
Obamacare.
That’s why the administration needs
to fix the problems — and fix them now.
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YOU CAN BE HERD
Which new movie release are you
most excited for?

Do you think Congress will resolve the
government shutdown by Oct. 17?

“12 Years A Slave”
“Carrie”
“The Fifth Estate”

3%
Yes, they will be able to.
No, the shutdown will continue. 29%
It’s too difficult to tell.
29%

Voice your opinion. It is your right. Answer our poll at
www.marshallparthenon.com or tweet us your answer at @MUParthenon.

COLUMN

No Hollywood ending to piracy
By J. PETER PHAM

LOS ANGELES TIMES (MCT)
The Tom Hanks movie “Captain Phillips” focuses attention
— again — on piracy off the coast
of Somalia. The movie, in which
(spoiler alert) the bad guys get
caught, unfortunately might lead
you to think that this is a problem that’s been solved. After all,
since the April 2009 seizure of
the cargo ship Maersk Alabama,
recounted in “Captain Phillips,”
there has been only one hijacking
of a U.S.-flagged vessel by Somali
pirates, the February 2011 seizure of a U.S. yacht in which the
Americans were killed. And Somalia’s other evils — the Shabab
and its terrorist activities, for example — have taken over news
headlines.
But a lull in activity doesn’t
mean there is a happy ending.
The threat of piracy remains,
along with its underlying causes,
and Somali piracy still carries
an important message for the
United States and for international order.
First, there are the economic
costs of these attacks. Although
the number of vessels actually
hijacked in the Gulf of Aden and
the western Indian Ocean has
been decreasing, the number at
risk is high. It is estimated that
30,000 tankers and cargo vessels
transit these waters annually.
Since 2008, the area has been declared a “war risk” zone subject
to special insurance premiums,
sometimes more than $150,000
per ship per voyage. A 2010
study estimated that marauders
imposed $7 billion to $12 billion
in annual losses on the global
economy.
More robust security measures by commercial vessels have
contributed to reducing successful pirate attacks, but the cost to
business in general and the shipping industry in particular has
been staggering.
Beyond the economic calculations, there are geostrategic
considerations. If nothing else,
the ragtag gangs of armed
Somalis in speedboats have highlighted a gaping vulnerability in
contemporary globalism, which
is predicated on the free flow of
capital, goods and services. Without freedom of navigation for
peaceful commerce, large parts
of that framework simply break
down. Piracy is not merely a localized outbreak of lawlessness;

it is a head-on challenge to international order.
But if Somali piracy is so pernicious, why has no one been able
put a stop to it?
Although two-dozen or so nations have contributed naval
vessels to patrol off Somalia,
these forces alone are inadequate
for the area they cover. Some pirates have merely changed their
tactics in response to the naval
presence, while others are biding
their time until political will or
the financial resources to sustain
the massive naval deployment in
the region give way.
Furthermore, the international
community’s willingness to pay
multimillion-dollar ransoms did
nothing to discourage individuals
from getting involved in piracy in
the hope of winning the “Somali
lottery” (the average ransom paid
for a successfully hijacked vessel
is more than $5 million). These
incentives are compounded by
the general lack of negative consequences for failure: For every
Abduwali Abdukhadir Muse,
the pirate portrayed (by Somali
actor Barkad Abdi) in the film,
who led the attack on the Maersk
Alabama and was subsequently
sentenced in U.S. federal court to
nearly 34 years in prison, there
are the dozens of marauders
who have been simply let go for
want of a country willing to take
custody of them and put them on
trial, or who were tried, convicted
and given risible sentences.
Finally, the lack of a functioning
state in Somalia is arguably the
principal cause of the piracy. Despite exhaustive efforts over the
years, the international community has yet to agree on a practical
solution to the statelessness that
has been Somalia’s lot since the
collapse of the last government
there more than two decades
ago. And, as the resurgence of
a smaller but more radicalized,
operationally sophisticated and
lethal Shabab — underscored by
the Kenyan shopping mall attack
and the U.S. attempt to seize one
of its leaders in Barawe, Somalia
— makes it clear that self-congratulatory proclamations by
U.S. and European leaders about
the successes of the current Somali government are little more
than wishful thinking. No campaign against the pirates at sea
or against the Shabab can be sustainable unless the rule of law is
reestablished on land.

GUIDELINES FOR SENDING LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Please keep letters to the editor at 300 words or fewer. They
must be saved in Microsoft
Word and sent as an attachment. Longer letters may be
used as guest columns at the
editor’s discretion. Guest column status will not be given at
the author’s request. All letters
must be signed and include an
address or phone number for
confirmation. Letters may be
edited for grammar, libelous
statements, available space
or factual errors. Compelling

letters that are posted on The
Parthenon website, www.marshallparthenon.com, can be
printed at the discretion of the
editors.
The opinions expressed in
the columns and letters do
not necessarily represent the
views of The Parthenon staff.
Please send news releases
to the editors at parthenon@
marshall.edu. Please keep
in mind, letters are printed
based on timeliness, newsworthiness and space.
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OPPINGER

Continued from Page 3
Oppinger played well for the
Herd in her freshman year, winning 10 singles matches and 13
doubles matches, usually being
paired with now-senior Karlyn
Timko. The year of acclimation
has paid off, Oppinger said.
“This year I know my game
way better than I did last year,”
Oppinger said. “I feel like on
the court I know what to do
better than I did last year.”
Without much help in
the size category, Oppinger

iPad

Continued from Page 2

DAVID CARSON | ST. LOUIS POST-DISPATCH | MCT

With the crisp air of Fall and with Halloween and Thanksgiving approaching, pumpkin
continues to expand its flavor presence in foods. Bottles of Schalfly's Pumpkin Ale roll
off the production line in Maplewood, Mo., in 2008.

All things pumpkin: the
new ‘it’ food — and drink
By KAVITA KUMAR

ST. LOUIS POST-DISPATCH (MCT)
It’s a good time to be a pumpkin eater.
As a lifelong devotee of
pumpkin, I have been keenly
aware of the plethora of pumpkin options that have been
proliferating in recent years.
It’s no longer just about pie.
It seems as if every local craft
brewery has its own version
of pumpkin beer. Most coffee
shops seem to have a pumpkin
latte on the menu at this time
of year. And pumpkin-flavored
cupcakes, breads and other
forms of sweet pumpkin goodness abound.
The folks over at Nielsen
have taken noticed, too, and
have quantified just how much
more pumpkin Americans are
consuming these days.
They found that sales of
pumpkin-flavored products in
the U.S. grew 19 percent last
year, accounting for more than
$290 million in revenues.
And it’s not showing any
signs of slowing down. Sales
of all things pumpkin-flavored
are up 28 percent so far this
year through early September
— and that’s well before the
big pumpkin season even got
going, said Todd Hale, Nielsen’s
senior vice president of consumer insights.
For better or for worse, one
school of thought is that pumpkin’s recent rise in the ranks
could be traced back to, yes,

Starbucks, which has an acronym for its wildly popular and
highly anticipated Pumpkin
Spice Latte — or PSL.
Starbucks began selling its
PSL 10 years ago and since then
has sold more than 200 million
of them. It’s become the company’s most popular seasonal
beverage ever.
Many consumers may have
first given the pumpkin latte
a trial at Starbucks, Hale said.
And they obviously liked it.
So much so that manufacturers and retailers have likely
taken notice of its success and
have jumped on the pumpkin
bandwagon, too. After all, once
manufacturers find success
with a flavor in one category,
they know it can likely work in
other foods and beverages, too,
he added.
According to Nielsen, pie filing is still the most popular use
of pumpkin, followed by coffee,
cream, baking mixes and beer.
Some more unconventional
uses of pumpkin — in frozen
waffles, milk, and ice cream —
also made the top 10 list.
Notwithstanding the pumpkin beer from the previous fall
that I keep stockpiled in my
fridge all year long, signs suggest that pumpkin is becoming
a year-round product. But for
the most part, it’s still closely
tied to fall.
Ted Drewes’ Great Pumpkin
— which is a mouth-pleasing
blend of fresh pumpkin pie,

vanilla custard and whipped
cream — is one of its most popular seasonal products, said
general manager Travis Dillon.
The iconic frozen custard
peddler has been selling it for
about 15 years and has seen
the region’s appetite for it grow
over the years. Ted Drewes
used to not roll it out until October. But due to popular request,
the business has been introducing it earlier and earlier to the
point where it now comes out
around Labor Day.
“We keep it seasonal, but my
goodness, before we even start
selling it, people are asking
about it,” Dillon said.
Yes, they’ve thought about
selling it all year round. But
then they would probably have
use to pumpkin pie made with
filling with preservatives and
that won’t do, he added.
Schlafly raised some eyebrows earlier this year when
it released its most anticipated
beer of the year — you guessed
it, pumpkin beer — in early
August. Is that as bad as the
retailers who started airing
Christmas shopping commercials last month?
The Schlafly crew hopes not.
They say they have to start
brewing it early in the summer
because of the huge demand for
it.
“We’re not trying to be the
first to the market, and we don’t
have any market research telling us that we should release

Pumpkin Ale in August,” wrote
Schlafly spokesman Troika
Brodsky in a blog post. “Our
release schedule is what it is
because it is literally the only
way we can make this work if
we’re going to increase how
much Pumpkin Ale we can get
to our fans.”
The local brewery plans to
increase the production of its
pumpkin beer by 75 percent
this year. That means it will
make up about 10 percent of
the brewing that takes place at
Schlafly Bottleworks this year,
surpassing that of Hefeweizen
or Kolsch.
So what explains this sudden
insatiable appetite for all things
pumpkin? Surely Starbucks
can’t be the main reason.
Here’s an interesting question: Could the economy be
another factor in pumpkin’s
meteoric rise?
“One of the trends we’ve seen
is that in tough economic times,
indulgent foods still win,” said
Nielsen’s Hale.
He added that premium chocolates and coffee have also been
showing more growth recently
when compared to their more
run-of-the-mill counterparts.
When you’re feeling financially stressed, it can be a nice
escape to treat yourself to a
rich dessert or a fine beverage.
Besides, he added, “What
makes you happier than
pumpkin?”
Indeed.

Severe pollution cripples northeastern China
By BARBARA DEMICK

LOS ANGELES TIMES (MCT)
A large swath of northeastern
China has been virtually paralyzed
for two days by severe air pollution
that forced airports and schools to
close and drivers to turn on their
headlights in the middle of the day.
The “airpocalypse” was blamed
on the start of the winter heating
season Sunday in a region that
still uses coal-powered plants and
the burning of fields at the end of
the harvest. The lack of wind and
high humidity also contributed to
the severe pollution, meteorologists told the state media.
In Harbin, a city of 12 million
world-famous for its wintertime
ice festival, the smog was so
thick that visibility was reduced
to 20 yards. Municipal bus drivers lost their way in the haze. In

one case, a morning rush hour
bus that left at 5:30 wandered
around for three hours before
the driver found the route.
Expressways around the city
were closed and the pedestrians who braved the outdoors
mostly wore face masks.
Other cities that experienced
unusually high pollution, which
local media labeled as recordbreaking, included Changchun,
capital of Jilin province, and
Shenyang, capital of Liaoning.
The emergency was a stark
reminder of the high costs of
China’s breakneck economic
development. Beijing occasionally experiences days during
which pollution veers into hazardous levels, but it is rare in
the far north of the country.
Doctors warned that residents

could experience respiratory
symptoms in coming days.
“The impact of air pollution
on people will be gradual. There
won’t be a sudden outbreak of
symptoms, but normally three
to five days after the smoggy
weather occurs, there is a peak
in the number of people seeing
doctors,” Deng Ying, a doctor at
the Second Affiliated Hospital of
Harbin Medical University told
China’s New China News Agency.
Officials said that PM 2.5, the
fine particulate matter that is
most destructive to the lungs, was
over 500 micrograms per cubic
meter in most of the city Tuesday
and in some downtown locations
reached up to 1,000. A reading
over 300 is considered hazardous
by the World Health Organization.
Harbin’s daily newspaper
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said that 2,000 schools, mostly
kindergartens, primary and
middle schools, had been ordered closed on Monday and
Tuesday. The city of Harbin’s
website instructed residents to
drive with their headlights on
at reduced speed.
Pedestrians complained they
had difficulty making their way
because visibility was so low.
More hazardous air days
are expected in coming weeks
as temperatures drop and the
heating is turned on throughout northern China. Beijing on
Tuesday announced emergency
measures that would force
schools to close and cars to
be restricted to odd-even-day
driving based on their license
plates if pollution reaches critical levels.

“People don’t want a device that
tries to do more than one thing,”
he said. “They want a device, like
the tablet, that’s optimized for
what it’s supposed to be.”
Much of the event was filled
with the usual corporate crowing. CEO Tim Cook kicked
things off by praising the company’s recent iPhone launch
and iOS update, and sharing the
company’s vision for its Mac
line of personal computers. He
then boasted that the iPad has
surpassed 170 million sales
since its 2010 introduction,
and now accounts for more
than 80 percent of tablet usage,
though far less than 80 percent

THUNDERING WORD
Continued from Page 2

“Like any team, whether it is
sports or academics, practice is
needed,” Hager said. “We practice
almost every day, depending on
how many events you have and
how flexible your schedule is.”
The Thundering Word has
14 team members, 10 of those
being upperclassmen, so the
team is always ready for new
talent. Ray said he hopes students realize the real-world
benefits of being on the team.
“Employers are looking for
students who possess communication skills, writing skills,
and critical thinking skills,”
Ray said. “And I can’t think of
an activity that develops those
three items better than speech
and debate competition.”
Last weekend’s Missouri
Mule competition was the second consecutive weekend that
Marshall’s Speech and Debate
Team received second or first
place in team sweepstakes.
The team competed at the
Bluegrass Invitational at the

attributes quickness to her
success on the court.
“I’m fast when it comes to the
first few steps and I think that’s
what you need on the tennis
court,” Oppinger said. “It’s always about short sprints.”
Oppinger and the rest of the
tennis team will finish its fall
season at the College of Charleston Halloween Challenge in
Charleston, S.C., Nov. 1-3. After
that the team will be off until
the UVA Invitational in January.
Will Vance can be contacted
at
vance162@
marshall.edu.

of tablet sales. He added: “This
is just the beginning for iPad.”
With Apple’s share of the
global tablet market continuing
to shrink, the next two months
could be crucial for the Cupertino, Calif., tech giant. Will
holiday shoppers embrace the
new iPad Mini, with its greater
speed and sharper display? Will
digital warriors buy the iPad Air
to harness the workplace tools
included for free in Apple’s new
beefed-up wisp of a tablet?
Analyst Greengart said that
while Apple didn’t announce
any new paradigm-shifting
products, the software and
hardware advances unveiled
Tuesday were more than
enough.
University of Kentucky Oct. 12
and received second place in Individual Events Team Sweepstakes
and third place in combined debate and individual events team
sweepstakes. Additionally, all of
the traveling team members received individual awards.
Christian Adams, a senior
psychology major who earned
fourth place in Pentathlon
along with four other placements at the last competition,
said he sees a bright future for
the Thundering Word.
“Now that we’ve established
rapport on a national level, I see
the team continuing to grow into
a reputable force,” Adams said. “I
would love to see us rank within
the top 10 at Nationals this year.”
The Thundering Word will
host the fifth annual Chief
Justice Speech and Debate
Tournament on Marshall’s
campus Friday and Saturday.
This event will be open to the
public. The first round of debate begins at 11 a.m. Friday.
Alison Wickline can be
contacted at wickline19@
marshall.edu.
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QIET
BRINGS
THE NOISE

By BRITANY MILLER

THE PARTHENON
Chameleon rockers Qiet will celebrate the release of their latest album,
“Pet Driftwood (Composition #8),” with a musical tour to kick off Friday in
Huntington.
The talented octet made regionally famous for their eclectic blend of homegrown world music will unveil works from its latest collaboration with Eddie
Ashworth of Sublime, Pennywise and Izzy Stradlin fame.
Christopher Harris, guitarist, lead vocalist and ringmaster of this eclectic
tribe, said they began working on the new release around February or March
after Ashworth approached them at a show in Athens, Ohio.
“We finally had a chance to work with some bona fide professionals and
had a lot more control over the sound,” Harris said. “It's the first thing we've
recorded that feels like it really represents us.”
Nonetheless, the professional guidance took place in a somewhat unusual
setting. Harris and bandmates recorded in Ashworth’s home.
In their first meeting they discussed options, specifically Ohio University’s
state-of- the-art recording studio.
“We had access to this beautiful studio, board as long as I am,” Harris said.
The band ultimately settled on Ashworth’s home, “because he has couches.”
Unconventional as the choice may sound, Harris said he believes maintaining a certain level of comfort produces a better energy.
“Even our live shows are more performance-based than about the structural acuity,” Harris said. “And we’ve been experimenting with new textures
and soundscapes. It's a very visceral album.”
Friday’s performance at the V Club Night Club, located at 741 6th Ave., is
certain to showcase more of the same. Qiet will be joined by opener I am Love,
and the night will close with electronica care of The Lion & the Aux.
Attendees will have the opportunity to purchase the band’s latest and greatest on site during this and all other performances to follow, but Harris said the
works will not be available online until January.
The event is 18 and up. Doors will open at 8 p.m.
Britany Miller can be contacted at miller433@marshall.edu.

TODAY IN THE LIFE!
'WOLF' GETS ITS DAY
Martin Scorsese and Leonardo
DiCaprio's "The Wolf of Wall
Street" has finally been set to
open Christmas Day. After a
long period of speculation over
a release date, the adaptation
of Jordan Belfort's autobiography starring DiCaprio will
release with the
mass of Christmas
Day openings
including "August: Osage
County"
and "The
Secret Life
of Walter
Mitty."
COURTESY MARY CYBULSKI | MCT

NANCY RIVERA | ACE PICTURES | ACE PICTURES | ZUMA PRESS | MCT

"PLEEEASE MARRY ME!!!!"
The words flashed across
the jumbo screen at AT&T
Park in San Francisco,
Calif., Monday as Kanye
West proposed to girlfriend
Kim Kardashian on the E!
star's 33rd birthday. West
gathered
Kardashian's
family and friends for the
romantic proposal featuring a 50-piece orchestra,
fireworks and a 15-carat
Lorraine Schwartz diamond ring all making for
an unforgettable birthday.

"The Counselor" OPENING
"Bad Grandpa"
THIS
"Blue is the Warmest Color"
WEEK
"Capital"
"Spinning Plates"
"Bastards"

JEFF PIERSON

‘Blue is the Warmest Color’
could use a few trims
By ROGER MOORE

MCCLATCHY-TRIBUNE NEWS
SERVICE (MCT)
Say this for “Blue is the Warmest
Color,” the Cannes award winner
that is as famous for its long, explicit
sex scenes as it is for its honors and
actresses: It earns the NC-17 rating
the MPAA imposed on it.
This overlong, somewhat
sad-faced account of a lesbian romance, from its beginnings to its
end, features what has already
become the most notorious
lesbian sex scene in screen history — 10 minutes of grappling,
groping and bare-skin slapping
that flirts with pornography.
The movie surrounding that
epic moment of titillation? A
bit slack, repetitious and sometimes frustrating. “Blue,” titled
“La Vie Adele” in France, is a
100-minute movie straining to
break out of a 3-hour-long argument for tighter editing.
We meet Adele (Adèle Exarchopoulos) as a 17-year-old
high school junior with a lot
of girlfriends given to frank
talk about boys and sex. In a
long first act, we see the bookish Adele, all mussed hair and
lips that default to a sort of
depressed pout, deal with the
confusion she feels amid the
peer pressure to hook up.
Thomas (Jérémie Laheurte)
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is interested. But he doesn’t do
it for her. Adele’s erotic dreams
are about the girl with the
short, blue hair she glimpsed in
a crowd. And when she finally
meets Emma (Léa Seydoux of
“Farewell, My Queen” and “Midnight in Paris”), Adele learns
what chemistry is all about.
Emma is a college fine arts
major who wonders if Adele is
“a straight girl who’s a little curious.” But she likes her “type”
— young, inexperienced. Adele
lures Emma out of her longterm affair and Emma teaches
Adele all about being gay in
France — pride parades, introduction to the “art” crowd, the
works. And she instructs the
younger woman about sex.
The second act of the film sees
them cohabitating, Adele now
teaching school, Emma an artist
on the rise. The adoring Adele
may say (in French with English
subtitles) “I am fulfilled with
you,” but the camera catches
the hints of jealousy, infidelity
and the like — the “late nights
at work,” the revenge hook-ups.
The only intolerance that
turns up in this enlightened
French world comes from
Adele’s mean-girl teen peers.
Her parents accept her, she has
a gay pal, (Sandor Funtek) who’s
sort of a Hollywood rom-com

cliché, and shyness and uncertainty aside, her transition into
this world is mostly drama free.
Director and co-writer Abdellatif Kechiche pours most of
his effort into the signature sex
scenes. Everything else exists to
establish Adele’s character, her
pragmatic life, her state of mind.
And there’s too much of that, too
many scenes that don’t advance
the story and too many that go
on and on after making their
point. There are lengthy conversations and lengthy meals. We
never visit Adele as a student or
later as a teacher in a scene that
doesn’t go on for endless minutes beyond what was needed.
Even the sex scenes betray a lack
of understanding of “How much
is enough?”
But Exarchopoulos is a revelation, wearing her neediness,
vulnerability and arousal with
every muscle in her face, her
posture, even her hair. It’s an
utterly naked performance,
literally and figuratively.
You can see where a director
might become so besotted with
his star that he’d be reluctant
to trim her scenes and her star
vehicle to a more digestible
length. But that doesn’t excuse
it. That robs “Blue” of some of
its pathos and warmth, if not
its heat.

